Report from a parent

There was interaction with one parent to give a report on aunt about her observation on how it was and how it’s now after the Lejofonds came in to help the school develop

The name of the parent is Lucy; Lucy is a long time parent of Aunt Kevin nursery and primary school. One of her children who studied from Aunt Kevin is now in senior two

At the moment she has two children on Aunt Kevin both in primary five

Lucy said that Aunt Kevin had many problems and indeed it was a very poor school in a very poor shape and she mentioned a number of things as you can see below;

· She said Aunt Kevin had very bad structures  that even rain disturbed children when they were at school,  and this hindered many parents from bringing their children on aunt Kevin because they always interacted and that was their thought. She added that even those who have their children on Aunt Kevin like her were always worried but had nothing to do. But now when you have a look at the school you can be very surprised. It can be very clear that there is a foreign hand on the school giving support. 

She said that for her she already heard from the children when the Lejofonds started giving support.  They always said the Bazungu have started building school and the always said this smiling. Then later she had from the project  Goat to Goat members that  the project coordinator informed them that there is a big development started by the Lejofonds on Aunt Kevin.

Later in one of the meetings the directors explained to them as parents that the school got a very big chance and many classes are to build. She said this gave her hope, happiness and courage that she started mobilizing other people to bring children ton Aunt Kevin

· Before the Bazungu gave support children were not smart and very few had uniforms but also hardly anyone had shoes but because of the new development and the new management that has encouraged parents to take care of their children.

· Before, the school had a problem of water and always their children were sent for water from distant wells. Always parents were worried because their children complained. She said ‘’..after some time my children came and told me that they brought water tanks to the school’’.  So the children were happy because they were no longer going to fetch water. There is also a big difference because children told her that every Friday they clean the school because there is enough water

· Lucy said that as parents they always found big problems with transferring their children when they reached upper classes Aunt Kevin never had. Other parents refused to bring children because of this but now ever since new classrooms were build and assurance was given that the school in few years will run to primary seven , the parents are now happy and those who refused to bring children because of this  already took decision to bring them 
· It was also reported that the current headmaster is much better than the ones who were there before because he is so much concerned about children’s performance. The woman said that for her own children he used tricks to help  them. He takes time to know different parents so that they can together find ways of helping the children
· It was also reported that Aunt Kevin had very bad and unqualified teachers and even in behaviour they were not good. Their children were made to take care of babies during class time. And worst of all much as the staff was unqualified.  It was again not enough where by one time one time was serving as the bursar that whenever parents brought school fees the teacher could stop teaching and then come and act as the bursar which implied that the day when many parents visited the school to pay school fess the children missed lessons but now there is a school bursar.  All this happened after the ‘Bazungu’ came in. Now the new staff is focussed on education development.  The relationship between teachers, pupils and teachers is very good, its also very good that children are helped to develop their talents instead if making them carry babies.

· Lucy added that before the Lejofonds came in they used to have a look in the classrooms on some occasions and in the classrooms it’s a total mess very disorganised. They thanked the Lejofonds for the furniture, the upboards and the materials that now the classrooms are much organised. When  you look inside you see an organised school and indeed, now many parents who had not known what is happening, on this end of year function were talking about bringing their children to the school.

· The parent also talked about the My Book Buddy.  iI has helped her children to learn reading, when  they bring reading books. The words which are difficult to read, now her children can read very well.  This was not there before and it’s nowhere in the nearby schools and this makes Aunt Kevin very special.

· The parent also talked about the importance of the dinning. Before they  had accidents among children during times of taking porridge but when you see the way the dinning was designed there is no risk of accidents because there is a enough space and the tables are not moving.  So it’s no surprise that for the past one year they have not heard of any  accidents among children during meals.

· They were very happy with the fence one of its kind in the area, the worries they had about accidents because the school is along a busy road.  So they are sure that once the children are at school then they are safe.
· When asked about the academic changes realised ,she said that now children do exams more than two times a term something good for their assessment, because of materials like books and so on and also new teachers. Children have started speaking very good English, the school is always very clean as if it has just been painted. This gives them a very good impression and  this also trains children of responsibility. The involvement in sports has made aunt Kevin very popular.

· When asked about what they must do as parents now that the school has been developed she said that fellow parents  need to play their part by paying school fees in time, helping children with homework and reading books, paying for meals because hungry children do not learn , availing children with requirements, working hand in hand with teachers and getting involved in school activities whenever invited.
