MY BOOK BUDDY REPORT

The My Book Buddy Programme has been in operation for now three terms at God’s Glory Nursery & Primary School. Thanks to the opportunity offered to the school by providing them with books to enable them improve on their reading ability. The following has been observed throughout this third term.

READING CULTURE.
Comparing the last two terms since the school got the books to the third term there has been a remarkable improvement in the reading culture that has developed among the children. I have taken a closer observation since the children were allowed to use the verandah for reading the books and have concluded that now the children have taken a great interest in wanting to read several books within a short time. The books have different interesting stories. One girl the name Asiya in P4 who is good at reading story books is always coming to me asking to read books on daily basis including the weekends. I am sure by the time this girl reaches P7 class she will have read so many books. In doing so she will improve greatly in following a story very well. This is not the only pupil who has shown interest but there are several who are striving to see that they are not challenged in the reading ability.

HANDLING OF BOOKS

The way books are handling by the children varies from each age group and class level and even from different home these children come from. Book handling in upper classes that is from Primary five to Primary seven has been quite fair because for them they have managed to handle their books with extra care. The books have been kept with care and I can say that these are the classes that can be allowed to carry books home. The children in other classes must be selected in relation to how the appearance of their previous books look like to be allowed to take the books home.

APPEARANCE OF BAGS

The bags have been well handled and I must say that the parents and guardians of some of these children have taken great care in ensuring that the bags are kept clean. Towards the return of the bags and the books when we are closing the term a number of girls were selected to do general washing of the bags so that they are kept in good order. There have been some three cases whereby the bags were returned after being damages by rats.

CONTRIBUTION BY THE TEACHERS

The teachers in the respective classes have played their part in recording the books apart from few cases were the children have the tendency of forgetting the books at home and this makes the whole exercise tiresome and time consuming.

Arranging the books in alphabetical order was not possible the teachers were recording randomly and could not record the books in alphabetical order.

The teachers tried their level best to see that they help their children in proper pronouncing of hard words and helped in giving the meaning of some words.

It has been observed that the children like reading the story books with less difficult words and easy to understand books and story books with fewer pages

I must say that as these children develop their reading ability, they will soon or later develop the interest of following long story books.

PROTECTION OF THE BOOKS

As children use these books it has been observed that some have become too dirty and something need to be done to prevent the books from getting further damage. The possible solution I see that can be done to ensure that these books are used for a longer time is to cover these books with newspapers. Covering them with newspaper will prevent further dirt from getting in contact with the book covers. In doing this am sure all the children will be able to carry books home.

READING COMPETITION

Competing in all areas is healthy and competition in reading is very important in improving the reading ability of the children. Competition in reading is good for both the teachers and the pupils. This is one way of knowing how the teachers have helped their children well in reading books. The competition for reading is a process that needs proper planning because it involves giving of prizes as one way of appreciating those children for the good work done. The reading competition done during the speech-day was an eye opener to see that children get involved in competition so that they can indirectly or directly better their reading ability without knowing.

Reading can be fun among children when they read in turns and practice spelling games, by doing this they use their time profitably.

The School God’s Glory is located in a rural area whereby most children use their local language for communication. The worst case is that all these pupils do their exam in English.This implies that more effort is needed in helping all the children to be taught how to read.

POSSIBLE SUGGESTIONS THAT NEED TO BE PUT IN CONSIDERATION;

Following on how to improve on the My Book Buddy Programme the following suggestions need your review.

1 The category of children who carry books home need to be put in consideration. Those children who cannot keep books clean should only read books at school under the watchful eyes of their respective teachers in those classes.

2 Competition among children be organized whereby some prizes are given in appreciation.

3 A reading tent could be provided if funds allow to involve parents in attending and encouraging their    children while reading the books at School.

4 The age bracket of children who carry books home need to be put into consideration to avoid the problem of poor handling of books.

5 The My Book Buddy day 6th March, could be a good day to organize reading competition so that the parents can realize the importance reading.

6 Children who take books to read from home should be those who are capable of reading. This will make those who are not good at reading to work hard to see that they also carry books to read from home. By doing so it will be easy to identify those who are badly off in reading after being put on test to check their capability. 

Hoping for your review concerning this report.
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