My Book Buddy 

First Impressions at God's Glory N/P/School.

INTRODUCTION

God's Glory Nursery and Primary School is a community based school located in SeetaNazigo - Mukono Uganda.

The biggest percentange of the population  at this School is made up of orphans and underprevilaged children.The families at the village of Seeta Nazigo cannot cater fully for the educational needs of the children thus the need for seeking help from well wishers.

THE LEJOFONDS

It was the help and support of the Lejofonds association a Dutch not for profit organization that came to their rescue to offer support .

The Lejofonds have  done so many things at  the school under the guidance of Leo and Herma Annyas  the founder members of the organisation.In addition this organisation introduced My Book Buddy at the named school with the effort of the Dutch couple.

The organisation successfully supplied reading books to the school to help the children in their reading ability. 

MY BOOK BUDDY

This is  a Dutch not for profit oganisation that gives out free books for reading to schools in under-developed countries.What I can only say is to thank my Book Buddy organisation for accepting to send books to our School free of charge.

I must say that the books given to our school have greatly improved the reading ability of pupils .

THE LAUNCH OF MY BOOK BUDDY 

The launch of My Book Buddy at God's Glory was a colorful ceremony which was presided over by Leo &Herma with the  presence of the Director /Headmaster of the School Mr Munyana Stephen,  the parents  and guardians of children studying at the school.

The My Book Buddy day 6th, March 2014 marked the beginning of reading these books at the  School.The children had a wonderful time of reading these books in the presence of their parents and guardians.

It was agreed by the School administration that the books be given out every Monday of every week and returned the following Monday in exchange for another new book.

THE PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND WELWISHERS

A number of family members and well wishers could not believe that their children could be given free books with a nice blue bag to take home!This made them very happy and some of them recalled the time when they were young and could not be given a chance to go to school to learn how to read and write.Such an offer by My Book Buddy made them appreciate  the  organisation.

So many parents expressed sadness towards the  time  the children use  for reading books.The reason being that they use paraffin lamps that at times  makes it difficult for them to read for long hours due the high cost of paraffin in the area.They expressed the need to get more solar lamps in their homes so that these children can have enough time to  read the books.

WHAT THE CHILDREN SAY.

The children were very excited the very day they were given the first book to take home in the blue bag which is similar to the color of their uniform.

Halima, one of the pupils at the school said, "thank heavens these books are good  they  will help me improve on my reading ability".She expressed her appreciation towards the Lejofonds  for having been successful in contacting  My Book Buddy and were able to also receive the books at the school..

PROPER HANDLING OF BOOKS

During the launch of My Book Buddy at the School and even after the books had been given to the children, Mr Leo took  several minutes explaining the best way of handling these books with great care so that they can be used for several years and by different children who join the School.He said that if the books are well looked after then this would be a great opportunity for several children to benefit when they find these books still in good condition.

The observation during the first month of using these books by the children revealed that most children do not know how well they can open these books especially when they are turning pages in these books.Mr Leo was the first to realise this and had to take several minutes explaining practically to the children in the presence of their teachers to see to it that they help the children to know the best way of  turning the pages in the books without damaging them with unecessary folds.

At the end of the first term, it was realised that more effort is needed in helping the children always  remember how to turn pages in these books without folding them.

WASHING OF HANDS BEFORE READING THE BOOKS

Within the very first month of using these books by the children, it has also been noted that most children come from homes that have muddy floors and dusty compounds, this makes the whole environment at home to be full of mud and these children enjoy playing in such areas that are full of dust and mud.It is in such a situation that they rush to get their books  and start reading without first cleaning their dirty hands.

It has been a weekly routine during the general assembly at the school and even during the parents general meeting that I was able to tell the parents to encourage our children always to wash their hands before settling down to read the books.

In order to effect this requirement a by- Law has been put in place to suspend giving a book to any child who returns the book when it is dirty.In addition, the parent or the  guardian is invited at the school to be given advise on the proper  way of handling the books  before a child is given another book.

THE READING ABILITY OF THE CHILDREN

Since the launch of My Book Buddy in March 2014, there has been a  general improvement in the children's reading ability.

In every class, the percentage of the children who can read well is still low.This means that the teachers need to set aside more time to help these children learn how to read and understand these books.

In addition it has been realised that these children find it difficult in getting the meanings of the most difficult words.The teachers are trying to do this but in my view I feel there is still the need of placing a junior dictionary in every class to help these children  and teachers in looking up for the meaning of the hard words.In so doing the  reading ability of these children will greatly improve.

CONCLUSION

The guiding words in My Book Buddy Anthem:

My book buddy gives us fun.........

My book buddy shows us the way..........

My book buddy brings light...........

My book buddy makes us bright...........

always excite these children especially when they find themselves sorrounded by many books in the My Book Buddy Cupboards  placed in their classes.

The different kinds of story books make the children feel the importance of reading them on the daily basis.I often find some children trying to interpret the pictures in some of these books especially  when it is difficult for them to understand each and every word of the story.

There is still a lot of hardwork needed by all the staff at the School to put in much effort to make sure that these children read these books on their own  by the age of nine.

I believe with the continous help  of the Lejofonds,  My Book Buddy and the teachers this can be achieved in the nearest future.

APPRECIATION

On behalf of God's Glory Nursery and Primary School,I would like to take this opportunity in expressing my appreciation to the Lejofonds and My Book Buddy  for having enabled our school  be one of those who benefited in getting tbis books completly free of charge.
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DeputyHeadteacher/In charge of My Book Buddy
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